IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT

GUIDELINES FOR ACCREDITATION OF FILIPINO COMMUNITY
COMMUNITY, NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATION (ngo), OR
CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATION AS PARTNERS OF COMELEC IN
CONNECTION WITH THE CONDUCT OF 2019 OVERSEAS VOTING

Please be informed that the Commission on Elections issued COMELEC
Resolution No. 10499 on the “Guidelines for Accreditation of Filipino
Community, Non-Governmental Organization (NGO), or Civil Society
Organization as Partners of the Commission on Elections in Connection
with the Conduct of Overseas Voting under Republic Act No. 9189.”

Everyone is invited to check the following COMELEC link for the full
guidelines: http://iwww.comelec.gov.ph/?r=OverseasVoting/Resolutions/res10499

All interested parties are required to submit the following:

o Duly accompiished Accreditation Application Form (may be accessed
through: http://www.comelec.gov.ph/?r=OverseasVoting/Resolutions/res10499 )

e List of officers and members including their addresses and contact
numbers; and
e Photocopies of valid IDs of officers and members.

e Application form for accreditation shall be personally filed at the
Philippine Embassy (Calle Eresma, 2, 28002 Madrid) ON OR
BEFORE 31 MARCH 2019. This period is non-extindible.

For any questions, please contact COMELEC-OFQV through email
address: overseasvoting@comelec.gov.ph or the Philippine Embassy at
madrid.pe@dfa.gov.ph / madridpe@yahoo.com .

For the public’s information
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RESOLUTION No. 10499

Promulgation: February 19;;319 é

WHERIEAS, duly accrediied Filipino Communities (FilComs), Non-governmental
Organizations (NGOs), and Civil Society Organizations (CSO0s) are hereby recognized as
partners of the Commission in. implementing the oversens voting;

WHEREAS, Section 35 of Republic Act No, 9189, as amended, provides'that, in
the interest of transparency, all necessary and practicable measures shall be adopted. to

allow representation of accredited citizen
assist, and intervene in appropriate cases,

8" arms and nongovernment organizations to
in all stages of the electoral exercise and to

prevent any and all forms of fraud and coercion,

WHEREAS, it is expected that the 2019 Automated National and Local Elections
will generate higher voter interest and that a great number of FilComs, NGOs and CSOs
may be accredited as partners of the Commission in voter education, information
campaign, and other voting related activities; '

NOW, THEREFORE, pursuant to the powers vested in it by
the Constitution, Republic Act No. 9189 as amended by Republic Act No. 10590, the
Omnibus Election Code, and other election laws, the Commission on Elections
has RESOLVED, as it hereby RESOLVES, to promulgate the following guidelines:

Section, 1, Definitions. — For purposes of this Resolution:
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(a) FILIPINO COMMUNITY refers to a group of Filipinos of any size whose
members reside in a specific locality organized due t‘f their common regional,
cultural and historical heritage, interests, occupation which are perceived to be or
perceiving itself as distinct in some respect from the larger society within which it
exists.

(b) NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATION refers to a Philippine
organization that is neither a part of the Philippine governmeit nor a conventional
business establishment. It is organized by ordinary citizens, and may be funded by
Philippine government, foundations, businesses, or Filipino citizens,

(c) CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATION refers to the aggrupation of Filipino non-
governmental organizations and institutions that manifest the interests and will of
the citizens of the Philippines and are independent of the Philippine government,

Sec. 2. General requirements Jor accreditation. - All parties requesting for
accreditation shall be required to submit the following:

1. A duly accomplished Accreditation Application Form;
2. List of officers and members including their addresses and contact numbers; and

3. Photocopies of Valid IDs of officers and members,

Sec. 4. Period for filing applications for accreditation, - The period for filing
applications for accreditation shall be from 15 February 2019 to 31 March 2019, This
period shall be non-extendible. Applications filed afier the last day for filing shall not be
entertained.

Sec. 5. Filing and approval of applications for accreditation, - Applications for
accreditation shall be filed at the Posts. Approval of applications for accreditation shall bo
issued by the Head of Post. ‘

Sec. 6. Treatment of applications for accreditation, - Within seven (7) days
from the end of the period for filing applications, the Head of Post shall immediately
furnish copies of all applications, with attachments, including copies of Certificates of
Accreditation, to the OFQV. ' ' '

Sec. 7. Certificate of Accreditation. = Upon accreditation, FilComs, NGOs or
C80s, shall be issued their Certificates of Accreditation duly signed by the
Commissioner-in-Charge of OFOV or by the Head of Post. The Certificate of
Accreditation shall be strictly non-transferable and is valid only for the purpose for which
it was issued. Any abuse thereof shall result in revocation. ‘

Sec. 8. Guidelines. - The duly accredited FilComs, NGOs and CSOs shall observe

the following guidelines:
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a. They shall be under the supervision and zontrol of the COMELEC or the Posts;

b. They shall assist in organizing, managing, or operating the Voting Centers
including field and raobile voting;

¢. They shall coordinate the activities of all NGOs and private organizations that are
interested in involving themselves in the elections for the purpose of ensuring free,
clean, honest and fair conduct of the elections;

d. They shall deploy volunteers who may assist in the operations of the votihg
centers and who may also provide assistance to registered voters during the voting
period;

¢. They shall assist the COMELEC or the Post by monitoring the conduct of voting
and by being made a member of the Task Force that may be organized by the
COMELEC or the Post for the purpose; -

. They shall assist in the dissemination of information to educate and fully inform
the public about election laws, procedures, decisions, and other matters relative to
the work and duties of the COMELEC and the Posts and on the necessity of clean,
free, orderly and honest electoral process;

g They shall observe the voting to ensure free, honest and orderly voting process;
h. They shall be strictly non-partisan and impartial during the voting period;

i. They shall undertake to police their ranks and prevent infiltration by persons or
groups of persons who may, directly or indirectly, destroy its character of non-
partisanship and impartiality;

j- They shall commit to submit themselves to the direct and immediate control and
supervision, and comply with the ordes, of the COMELEC or the Post in the
performance of their functions and activities provided by law, and such other
functions and activities which the COMELEC or the Post may assign;

k. They shall not be supported by or be under the influence of any foreign
government or any of its agencies or instrumentalities, or any foreigner, whether
natural or juridical person; and

1. They shall not solicit or receive, directly or indirectly, any contribution or aid of
Wwhatever form or nature from any foreign government or any of its agencies or
instrumentalities, or any foreigner, whether natural or juridical person,

Sec. 9. Effectivity. - This Resolution shall take effect on the seventh (7th) day
after its publication in two (2) daily newspapers of general circulation in the Philippines.

Sec. 10. Dissemination and publication, - The OFOV shall furnish the Office of
the President, the Office of the Press Secretary, the Department of Foreign Affairs, the
Philippine Information Agency, FilComs, NGOs, and CSOs copies of this Resolution,
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The Department of Foreign Affairs shall furnish copies thereof to all foreign
embassies and consulates. o

The Education and Information Department shall cause the publication of this
Resolution. -

SO ORDERED.
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Commissioner
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Commissioner ) Commissioner
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